
Speaking to the Soul 

The future

I am certain that God, who began the good work within 
you, will continue his work until it is finally finished on 
the day when Christ Jesus returns. Philippians 1:6  

I love the confidence with which Paul writes about the 
future. When you hear most people talking about the future, 
they are often hesitant and anxious, saying phrases such 
as: “Things just keep going from bad to worse,” or “What a 
terrible world to be brought up in.” But Paul looked at the 



Philippians’ future from God’s perspective and was sure that 
God wouldn’t let them down.

Isn’t it wonderful to know that our future is absolutely secure 
in God’s hands? But that knowledge shouldn’t cause us to 
become complacent. Later in this letter Paul wrote about 
straining forward like an athlete (3:14) so that he could get 
to know the Lord better.

One of the most valuable ways of getting to know God 
better is through reading the Bible. I hope these notes are 
helpful to you but I would always encourage you to read 
more and more of the Bible. Some might find it helpful to 
read through the Bible in one year and, having done so a 
few times in recent years, I strongly recommend this. But 
that’s not for everyone and doesn’t need to be. What 
matters is that we find effective ways of getting to know the 
Bible and, whether we read a lot each day or a little, to give 
time to listening to God. When Paul wrote to his young 
friend Timothy he told him that: “All Scripture is inspired by 
God and is useful to teach us what is true and to make us 
realise what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are 
wrong and teaches us to do what is right” (2 Timothy 3:16). 
Given that the only scripture available at the time was the 
Old Testament you will realise how much more blessed we 
are these days! If you want to become stronger in your 
Christian life I encourage you to read the Bible, enjoy it and 
get to know the Lord much better.

QUESTION
Are you looking to the future with confidence?

PRAYER


